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The university of the future

The traditional model of the US research university — based on the pre-eminence of the single-discipline
department — needs to be stretched and challenged.

long a source of admiration and wonder. The idyllic, wooded

campuses, the diversity and energy of the student populations,
and, most of all, the sheer volume of public and private resources
available to run them, have made them the envy of the world.

Seen from the inside, however, everything is not quite so rosy.
Setting aside the habitual complexity of medical schools, which have
separate healthcare and finance issues, the structure of these insti-
tutions is straightforward and consistent. The bedrock of each uni-
versity is a system of discipline-specific departments. The strength of
these departments determines the success and prestige of the institu-

The American research university is a remarkable institution,
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Another, perhaps more contentious, issue concerns the relevance
of the modern research university to the community it serves. The
established model, whatever else its strengths and weaknesses, reflects
the desire of the middle classes for undergraduate training that
prepares their offspring for a stable career. But how does it serve a
society in which people may have to retrain and recreate their careers
throughout their adult lives?

These questions are being asked throughout American academia,
but nowhere more searchingly than at Arizona State University (ASU),
a huge public university that is expanding to meet the needs of the
United States’ fastest-growing major city (see page 968). Michael
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(Shepstone, Tang, Dallaire, Schuenke, Staron, & Phillips, 2005)
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Collaboration %

Publications in Sports Sciences Taiwan, by amount of international, national and institutional collaboration

Shortcuts =

Metric Publications Citations Citations per Publication Field-Weighted Citation Impact
M |nternational collaboration 27.0% 324 1,488 46 1.18
B Only national collaboration 30.2% 362 1,870 5.2 1.23
B Only institutional collaboration 30.7% 368 1,922 5.2 1.21
Single authorship (no collaboration) 12.1% 145 557 38 1.08
Academlc-Corporate Collaboration chorteute «
Publications in Sports Sciences Taiwan with both academic and corporate author affiliations
Metric Publications Citations Citations per Publication Field-Weighted Citation Impact
B Academic-corporate collaboration 0.2% 3 43 143 232
No academic-corporate collaboration 09.8% 1,196 5,794 42 1.19

(BRI 5« Elsevier

» 2015)
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NIKE Global Research Symposium VIII

August, 13-14-15
2006
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